May 30“ to June 3 


KaKKKK KK KKK 


* Wednesday, 
May 30° 
CHILI 
COOK-OFF 


* Thursday, 
May 31* 
FIREMAN’S 
MUSTER 


* Friday, 
June 1* 
DANCE 


* Saturday, 
June 2™ 
PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST, 
' PARADE, 
FESTIVAL 
and more! 


* Saturday, 
June 2" & | 


~ Sunday, June 3" 


GYMKHANA 


SOrs Anniversary! 


“From pregnancy to delivery, my 
midwife was my friend, my coach, 
and my voice of reason.” 

- Scout Johnson 


“The cord was wrapped around Walker’s head. But Lori, my midwife, 
calmly talked me through the scary few minutes. After she delivered 
his head, she let me take charge of the rest. It was an absolute 
adrenaline rush to be 100-percent involved in my baby’s birth. I’m a 
nurse and | know what kind of rigorous training midwives go through, 
but that emotional connection is what every mother deserves. Lori 
helped make my second child’s birth absolutely beautiful.” 


- Scout Johnson 


= )(= 
St.JosephHealth ote 


Redwood Memorial - St.Joseph 


Hear more at 
HealthierHumboldt.org Together We’re a Healthier Humboldt 


Tue McKINLEYVILLE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE WELCOMES You to the 50th 
Anniversary Celebration of Pony Express Days. 


The celebration began in 1968 as a family-friendly barbecue, parade and 

equestrian race and quickly became known as McKinleyville’s signature annual 

event. It has evolved through the years, with each year 
reflecting the interests of the town, the volunteers and 
others who make the celebration possible. 


This year, Pony Express Days will include familiar 
favorites like the Chili Cook-off, Dance, Pancake 
Breakfast, Parade, Festival and the Gymkhana, with a 

few changes planned. Returning this year for the 50th 
Anniversary is the Fireman’s Muster, a much loved family 
friendly event! 


We hope you will join us as you gather with your friends 
and neighbors to enjoy the celebration. Put on a 


cowboy hat, shine up your boots as we honor all things 
Mack Town! 


The McKinleyville Chamber Board of Directors 
would like to thank you for supporting our wonderful 
McKinleyville community. We hope that you have fun 
and enjoy all of the festivities! For more information, call the 
McKinleyville Chamber of Commerce at (707) 839-2449 or 


™. visit our website: www.mckinleyvillechamber.com. 


7 Cyndi Bainbridge 
McKinleyville Chamber 

of Commerce 

1640 Central Ave., 

McKINLEYVILLE McKinleyville, CA 95519 
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Wat's INsine 


A Quick Look at What’s Happening... 2 
Festival Rules 
Kick@ihiViixern see eee 3 


Corks, Forks & Kegs 
Lemonade Day 


Sponsors 
Partners 


* 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Kick-Off Mixer 
State Farm — Heather Vina, 1631 Sutter Rd., McKinleyville 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 30 


* 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Chili Cook-Off 
McKinleyville Shopping Center, 1500 City Center Rd., McKinleyville 
THURSDAY, MAY 31 
* 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Fireman’s Muster 
Pierson Park - Upper parking lot, 1608 Pickett Rd., McKinleyville 
FRIDAY, JUNE 1 
* 8 p.m. to midnight Dance 
Azalea Hall, 1620 Pickett Rd., McKinleyville 
SATURDAY, JUNE 2 
* 8 to 10:50 a.m. Pancake Breakfast 
Azalea Hall, 620 Pickett Rd., McKinleyville 
* 9am.to 3 p.m. Gymkhana 
McKinleyville Rodeo Grounds on Kjer Road, north of the airport 
* 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Open House 
McKinleyville Fire Station 
* 11 a.m. Pony Express Days Parade 
Central Avenue from Murray Rd. to School Rd. 

* Noon to 4 p.m. Pony Express Days Festival & Saloon 
Pierson Park 
* 1 to 3 p.m. Horseshoe Tournament 
Pierson Park horseshoe pits 
* 3 p.m. Presentation of Parade Winners/ MSPTO No Event 
Pierson Park Stage 
SUNDAY, JUNE 3 
* 9am.to 3 p.m. Gymkhana 
McKinleyville Rodeo Grounds on Kjer Road, north of the airport 


FESTIVAL RULES 


e Alcohol may only be consumed in the cups provided. 
¢ All patrons are subject to search. 


e Alcoholic beverages may not be consumed outside the designated 
area during the chili cook off and the festival. 


¢ Must be 21 years of age to consume alcohol. 
¢ No alcohol may be brought in to or out of the event. 
¢ No ice chests. 


¢ No weapons are allowed inside the event. 


¢ You must wear an ID wristband to consume alcohol during the chili cook 
off and festival. 


= 3 = A a 
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THurRspDay, May 24, 5:30 To 7 p.m. 


at State Farm-Heather Vina, 1631 Sutter Rd., McKinleyville 


KICK OFF THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY by joining us at the Chamber Mixer. State 
Farm-Heather Vina will have her Family Fun Zone set up. Join us for the 
Grand Opening and Ribbon Cutting ceremony for State Farm - Heather 
Vina. Grocery Outlet will be providing the food and beverages and a wine 
tasting with their wine expert. 


Wepnespay, May 30, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
at McKinleyville Shopping Center, 1500 City Center Rd. 


FUN AND FOOD FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY. Meet your neighbors for a 
night of tasting some of the best chili around. Participants will be 
doing all preparations on-site, starting at noon. Patrons are the judges. 
Local chefs, professional and amateur, will be preparing their favorite 
chili and vying for your vote in three different categories: Best Business 
Chili, Best Amateur Chili and Best Team Spirit. Tickets are $8 per 
person. New this year: Chamber members will also be selling hot dogs 
to eat solo or top it with some of the chili being served. Beer, wine and 
non-alcoholic beverages will be available for purchase. There will also 
be a bake sale so you can end the evening with a little dessert! 


Partners: Eureka Natural Foods, Mad River Radio, McKinleyville 
Shopping Center and Six Rivers Brewery. 


GROCERY """sittasae 
OUTLET McKinleyville, CR 95519 


Dargain market Shop us first, Get More! 


GROCERYOUTLET 


Valid at NieKinkeyvdlle Grocery Outlet only One 

coupon per person. Not valid with any other 

offer, Duplicated compen vill met be accepted 

Coupon mest be suaendered at time of 

purchase. EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2018. 

COUPON CODE: 

a $40 minimum purchase 7 

Cexckades dary & alcahal) 80392 
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COAST CENTRAL CREDIT UNION 


GIDDY UP, DAD 


The Parade Is About To Start! 


es 


© Member Owned © Lower Fees & Higher Interest Rates 
© Complete Online & Mobile Banking Solutions 
© One-Stop Shop for All Your Financial Needs © Committed to Gommunity 


People Helping People Belonging Never Felt Better® 


Come Experience the Credit Union Difference Coast Central 
Credit Union Gam 


coastccu.org 


A 77 e 
Michelle Voyles John Frederick Joanie Frederick Andy Parker 
35 years 28 years 30 years 14 years 
707.845.1609 707.362.0161 707.362.0144 707.616.3456 


Locally owned since 1995 by 
people who were born and 
raised in Humboldt County 


AZATIBA ePra! RUBATTIV 


Top of the hill in McKinleyville 1225 Central Ave. azalearealty.;com 707.839.4400 


— 


Tuurspay, May 31, 6 To 7:30 p.m. 
at Pierson Park - Upper Parking Lot, 1608 Pickett Rd. 


BRING YOUR PICNIC BLANKETS AND LAWN CHAIRS. Cheer for our local 
firefighters as they compete in various water activities including a 
Bucket Brigade and Hose Relay. McKinleyville Little League will have 
Indian ‘Tacos, beverages and sno cones for sale. 


Partners: Arcata Fire District & McKinleyville Parks and Recreation 
Department 


Lor LINDA SUNDBERG 


FARMERS 


400 G Street, Arcata, CA 95521 
Bus: 707-822-2421 Fax: 707-822-1105 
0610405 lsi@sundbergagency.com 


Fray, Ju UNE 1, 8 P.M. TO MIDNIGHT 
at Azalea Hall, 1620 Picket Rd., McKinleyville 


This 1s a 21 and over event 
* Live music by Lone Star Junction 
* Boot Contest 
* Saloon by Six Rivers Brewery 
* Food and more! 


Partners: Miller Farms Nursery, Muddy Paws, Six Rivers Brewery 


EEL 
RIVER 


Recreation 
summerof Eun 


822=2091 ASPBERRY._INGERLIME, 
drinkcraftclarity.com |+achieveyourclarit ‘i 
cityotarcala.orgizes aoenewate Sugar ° Gliten FREE 


in Azalea Hall, 1620 Pickett Road, McKinleyville 


ENJOY A DOWN HOME PANCAKE BREAKFAST served by the 
Dow’s Prairie Grange members. 


SUGGESTED DONATIONS ARE $'7 FOR LARGE ADULT MEAL 
AnD $4 FOR SMALL KID’S MEAL. 


We Connect Pa SUE FORBES FORBES 
Buyer N) & \ ; Forbes & Associates & ASSOCIATES 


e Broker/Owner A REAL ESTATE COMPANY 
Sellers * % = Independent 
Sue & Sarah have * suewhol @aol.com 707.677.1600 


the expert knowledge DRE#: 01144007 sueforbes.com 
that comes from d SELLER SPECIALIST 361 Main St, Trinidad 


years of living and 
working in our FORBES SARAH CORLISS 


community. We & ASSOCIATES pee : 
A is Si es Sees ISS roker/Associate 
provide maximum A REAL ESTATE COMPANY Pe sient 
service to every 707.677.1600 sjcorliss72@gmail.com 


seller, buyer, every sarahcorliss.com NRERUTENEERE 
escrow, every time. 361 Main St, Trinidad = COASTAL SPECIALIST 


Forbes & Associates 


In this exciting dance adventure, dancers will star 
in a music video that.we will film in camp. 


July 23rd-27th - ye a a ¢ Ages7-10 ¢ $125 


ie Lights... Camera... Dance! 


_All of our dances, arts & activities will be circus themed. At the end 
pt the camp dancers will present... “The Greatest Show on Earth!” 


| July. 16th-20th - 10am-12pm °¢ Ages 3 & 4 ° $75 
‘July 16th-20th - 12pm-2pms Ages 5 & 6 » $75 


i “AI [camps will be held at our Arcata location on the comer of 10th & K Streets. To register: call 
studio of office at 82 825-0922 or. visit the summer page of our, website at Nolimitsdanceacadem om 


Our Locations: 


EUREKA 


402 G Street 
444-9800 


ARCATA 


1315 G Sreet 
826-0878 


FORTUNA 


1075 S. Fortuna Blvd. 
Suite A 


Capital Bank 725-4722 


EQUAL HOUSING 


redwoodcapitalbank.com MEMBER FDIC LENDER 


Kenny and Cathy Richards are this year’s recipients 
of the Azalea Award. 


THE AZALEA AWARD IS AN ANNUAL TRADITION STARTED IN ZOOL. It is 
given by the McKinleyville Chamber of Commerce and chosen by 
the past Azalea Award recipients. ‘The award is traditionally given to 
McKinleyville community members who have a history of service and 
continue to serve today. 


We are extremely honored to have presented the 2018 Azalea Award 
to a very deserving couple. Kenny and Cathy Richards have lived 

in McKinleyville for almost 60 years. They both attended Morris, 
Dow’s Prairie and McKinleyville Middle School and graduated from 
McKinleyville High in 1971. They said that they had great teachers 
who inspired them and they could not wait to go to school every 

day. ‘They met in church and were married at Saint Mary’s Catholic 
Church in 1973 and just celebrated their 45th wedding anniversary. 


They both attended College of the Redwoods. Kenny continued on to 
HSU where he majored in Business and played football. Kenny was 
employed as a teacher, coach, Department Chair, Assistant Principal 


and then Principal at McKinleyville High School, his alma mater. He 
was promoted to the Assistant Superintendent of Business for seven 
years and then chosen as the Superintendent of Northern Humboldt 
U.HLS.D for his last fifteen years. He retired in 2012, after 36.5 

years of employment. He wasn’t very good at sitting and twiddling 
his thumbs, so he went back to work four years ago at Humboldt 
State University and is administering the Educational Leadership 
Administrative Credential program. Cathy was employed as a 
bookkeeper by a local business and finished her career after working 
for the Northern Humboldt U.H.S.D. for twenty-five years. She always 
dealt with the family affairs such as kids, school and athletic events. 
She never missed a game and often times transported other team 
members. 


They have three boys, their spouses and six grandchildren, whom they 
are extremely proud of. Bill has completed 20 years in the Army with 
four tours in the Middle East, three in Iraq and one in Afghanistan. 
Bill and his wife, Amy have four children. John has been in the Coast 
Guard for eight years and is busy saving lives. He and his wife, Maddie 
have two children. Thomas graduated from the University of 
Oregon, Lundquist Business School. He has been an insurance agent 
in Arcata for 5 years. He married his wife, Kellie, in September 2017. 


When asked for their thoughts on living in McKinleyville for so long, 
here is what they had to say: “McKinleyville was and continues to 
be a wonderful, safe community to grow up in. Where we had great 
families, friends and coworkers that shaped our lives. As kids, we 
rode our bikes and horses from Clam Beach to Mad River to Baldy 
Mountain. Most of the time, you could find us somewhere in the 
neighborhood (boys and girls, brothers and sisters) in a field playing 
baseball, football, Hide and Seek, or even golf. We all had part-time 
jobs picking daffodil bulbs in the fields or picking up golf balls at Beau 
Pre Golf Course. As adults, we were one of the lucky families that 
worked locally which allowed us to stay home in McKinleyville.” 


Kenny was fortunate to get a teaching job in McKinleyville. They 
raised their boys in the same community they called home, around 
family (Grandmas and Grandpas) and friends. A place with good 
schools, good people, and good family and friends. People who watch 
out for kids. Even though horses have the right-of-way, kids are the 
main focus of McKinleyville....They both say that Kids Rock! 


It is a true honor to recognize Kenny and Cathy Richards as the 2018 
Azalea Award recipients. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 2 
11 A.M. START TIME 


Tue Pony Express Days PARADE IS ARGUABLY THE MAIN EVENT 


of McKinleyville’s annual festival. 


The Grand Marshals this year are Kenny and Cathy Richards 
who were recently awarded the Chamber of Commerce’s Azalea 
Award. The Pony Express Days Parade will follow its usual route 
down Central Avenue from Murray Road to School Road. Bring 
the family out to enjoy the many floats and entries. The judge’s 
stand and announcers will be located in front of Coast Central 
Credit Union. Participants will be judged in six categories: Best 
Overall, Best Equestrian, Best Vehicle, Best Walking Group, 

Best Spirit (entry with the most enthusiasm during the parade) 
and Best Performance (entry that 1s the most entertaining for the 
crowd). Winners will be announced at 3 p.m. from the festival 
stage. 


Partners: Mad River Radio, Mad River Rotary and 
McKinleyville Youth Football 


Ceniral Avenue between Murray Road and School Road will be temporarily 
closed during the Pony Express Days Parade on Saturday, June 2. The parade 
begins at 11 a.m. on Murray and slowly makes it way down Central Avenue. 
Roads will be reopened after the parade passes. However, motorists who 


have failed to plan ahead may find themselves unable to get to or from their 
homes. If you need to get around town during the parade, you may want to 
think twice about where you park your car, or better yet use your bicycle or 
ride your horse, and then you'll have the right of way. 


SATURDAY, JUNE &, NOON TO 4 P.M. 
at Pierson Park 


Live music by ‘[axi, 
food and craft vendors, Saloon, informational booths, kid’s 
activities, a horseshoe tournament and more! 


SALOON 
Hosted by Six Rivers Brewery, 
partnered with McKinleyville Kiwanis. 


DEMONSTRATIONS AND EXHIBITS 
* Open House at McKinleyville Fire Station 
* United States Coast Guard Helicopter 


HorsEesHoE TouRNAMENT 
1 p.m. at the Pierson Park horseshoe pits. Check in at 
12:45 p.m. ‘Two-person teams, 18 years and older. Get your 
application from the McKinleyville Chamber of Commerce 
website at www.mckinleyvillechamber.com. Space is limited 
and entries are accepted on a first come, first serve basis. 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF ParapE Winners & 


MSPTO No Event - Event Rarrre WINNERS 
3 p.m. from the festival stage 


FESTIVAL SUPPORT 
The Living Water Church will be running support for the festival, 
helping with set up and clean up. 


They are also partnering with State Farm - Heather Vina to 
provide a Family Fun Zone with free kids games and activities. 


Siunay: AND eSoanns, JUNE 2 & 3,9 a.m. 
at the Kjer Road Arena 


A SERIES OF 
COMPETITIVE GAMES 
= ON HORSEBACK, 
© there are five events 
total: Birangle, Big 'T; 
S Shill Barrels, Clover 
= Barrels and B Riders 
Choice. Riders must 
§ be rated in a division 
to qualify. There will 
also be a lead line for the little riders with prizes. ‘This 1s the first point 
show of the season. There will be a snack bar and lots of fun. 


The event is hosted by the McKinleyville Rodeo Association For more 
information, contact Jamie at (707) 496-4840 or visit their facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/MraMckinleyvilleRodeoGymkhanaProgram/ 


PONY EXPRESS DAYS 2018 
Maye29 June 


20% OFF Pony Paks, Straw Hats, 


OrnamentaliGrasses, 
| Edna’s Best Potting Soil (reg. $9.99) 


Paracle Dans June 2 


Free retiresiiments on parade clay 
irae balloons itor dhe Kids 


1828 Central Ave. ¢ McKinleyville * (707) 839-1571 ¢ www.millerfarmsnursery.com 


restaurant 


SEASONAL MENUS 


OPEN 
DAILY 


Featuring local, organic ingredients, 


Alice's Restaurant is open daily for 


breakfast, lunch, and dinner. 
Serving breakfast at 7am 
Lunch at 11:30am 


Dinner at 5pm 


Sunday Brunch 7am-2pm 


sax BLUE LAKE ©QO@O© 1.877.BLC.2WIN 


WWW.BLUELAKECASINO.COM 


| REALTOR’ Associat 
Felicia Costa RAR ss 
“Exceeding Your Expectations is 


My Main Objective” 
(707) 322-1838 
feliciacosta@live.com 
2120 Campton Road, Suite C 
Eureka, CA 95503 
humboldtproperties.net 


facebook.com/FeliciaCostaRealtor  &i 
Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. 


AV'GREEN DIAMOND 


RESOURCE COMPANY 
www.greendiamond.com 


» membe -Oowned 
Ore’ Rsince 1973 > 


them 


] u 


for Fitness 


MCKINLEYVILLE’S NEWEST 


FITNESS CENTER 


OPENING JUNE 2018 


MILL CREEK LOCATION COMING SOON 


A PICTURESQUE COMMUNITY, situated on a bluff 
overlooking the Pacific Ocean with a backdrop of tree 
covered mountains. This modern day town, surrounded 
by rural beauty, has kept its leisurely-paced atmosphere, 
which makes McKinleyville unique. Mack ‘Town was 
once known as a place where horses have the right of 
way, with a hitchin’ post outside the post office to tie up 
your horse. Horses are no longer as common on our 
main roads, but they still enjoy the good life, especially in 
northern McKinleyville, better known as Dow’s Prairie. 
With easy access, horseback riders love the broad, sandy, 
miles-long Clam Beach, one of the most popular in the 
county. 


‘Take a walk or ride your bike on the scenic Hammond 
Trail, a paved trail that runs parallel to the coast from one 
end of McKinleyville to the other. Visit local beaches 

to spend the day kayaking, surfing, fishing or taking a 
leisurely stroll looking for treasures. Many outdoor 
adventures are just minutes away; bird watching, hiking 
and camping in State Parks and forests, some of the 

best river fishing in the world, whitewater rafting trips, 
horseback riding or taking photos of Roosevelt elk in their 
natural habitat. 


Cloney’s Pharmacies 


Serving Humbolat County Since 1902 Locally Owned & Operated 
Free Home Delivery from 
Trinidad to King Salmon 


a Cloney’s Prescription Pharmacy 

+ Immunizations for Flu, : 
Pneumonia, Shingles, 2515 Harrison Avenue, Eureka « (707) 443-7086 
+Travel Vaccinations Cloney’s Red Cross Pharmacy 
+ Certified Diabetes Educator 525 5th Street, Eureka « (707) 443-1614 


+ Customized Medication 1 “ a 
Gompainding Cloney’s McKinleyville Pharmacy 


1567 City Center Road, McKinleyville Shopping Center 


WWW.CLONEYS.COM (707) 840-9923, Fax: (707) 840-9928 |B. 


Za, 


Barsanti BARSANTI DENTAL GROUP 


Dental — PREVENTATIVE. COMPREHENSIVE. PERSONAL.— 


Group 


Quality, Gentle 
Care for the 
Entire Family 


Now accepting 


new patients. 
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PHARMACY 
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VERY YEAR SOMEONE RAISES THE QUESTION: Why does McKinleyville 
| Peewee Pony Express Days, as the famous mail service of the Wild West 
never delivered to the North Coast? 

The answer: The town festival was actually named after a Pony Express-style 


horse race that was the main attraction in the early years of the event. 

The first Pony Express Day was planned for Sunday, Aug. 25, 1968 by the 
Greater McKinleyville Chamber of Commerce. 

“Come and spend the day with us. We have a full exciting program of events, 
all of which are free,” declared Chamber President Earl Whipple on the front 
page of the McKinleyville News. 

Whipple and an army of volunteers planned a barbecue, parade, baseball game 
and the “main feature of the day” — a Pony Express Race held in what’s now called 
Pierson Park, which back then was the Pony and Pals Saddle Club horse arena. 

“We think you really will have a good time, and do wear your western togs,” 
Whipple told the McKinleywille News. 

But on the day of the festival there was an unusual August rainstorm. The 
parade and baseball game were canceled, while the horse race was rescheduled 
for Sept. 8, 1968. ‘The barbecue was moved to Pete’s Bella Vista (now the Six 
Rivers Brewery.) Nearly 3,000 people showed up to consume 2,000 lbs. of beef. 

On Sept. 8, the Pony Express Race was held behind the McKinleyville Fire 
Station. Teams consisting of five riders raced their horses, using mail bags like 
batons, handing them off to each other as they raced around a circular track. 


“T AND MAN 


humboldtlandman.com 0 F F IC E 


Ww, 


SPECIALIZING IN 
RURAL REAL ESTATE 


The Land Man Office is dedicated to 
finding the perfect property in rural Northern 
California. Specializing in remote and rural 
timber, recreation and residential properties, 
together Charlie and Kyla possess the 
knowledge to address all of your buying 


and selling needs. 


Charlie Tripodi 
Co-Owner/Realtor® #01332697 


Kyla Tripodi 
Co-Owner/ Broker" RR j ; 7()7- 476 = (043 5 
GREEN #01930997 [iiziestal too: MLS 


At Pony Express Days there were also barrel races, egg throwing and pancake 
flipping contests. 

The following year, 1969, organizers were still worried about having their 
event rained out. 

“Although the sponsors probably got the fright of their collective lives when it 
started drizzling for a while early Sunday morning, bringing fears of a rerun of last 
year’s drenching, McKinleyville’s weatherman cooperated by blowing the clouds 
and fog away to give the second annual Pony Express Day warmth and sunshine,” 
stated a front page article in the Aug. 27, 1969 edition of the McKinleyville News. 

The 1969 event began with a parade. The local Pony and Pals Saddle Club 
won the best youth group award for their equestrian parade entry. Democratic 
Assemblywoman Pauline Davis was the guest of honor and rode in the lead car 
in the parade. 

There was no official count of how many people came out to watch the 
parade, but there were about 1,800 who attended the annual barbecue. 

“The main attraction, is of course, the Pony Express Race. In this event, 
which at times gets very rough, and at other times almost comical in nature, 
especially when the horse won’t play the game according to the rules, teams of 
five riders in a relay attempt to ride a 300-yard plus course in the quickest time. 
Instead of passing a baton a saddle bag is used, reminiscent of the Pony Express 
of the 1860s,” stated an article in the McKinleyville News. 


Maurice Letz was once again on the winning team. 
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#101 & #299 EASY ACCESS 4200 West End Rd. « Arcata 
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Patty Peeples, who now resides in Virginia, recalls racing in the event. 

“Tt was fast, furious,” she said about the race in a 2013 interview. “It was 
exciting.” 

Peeples was the first Pony Express Queen, and rode in the parade wearing a 


crown. 

In 1970, two-time Pony Express Race winner Maurice Letz decided to try 
something different and ride his horse to Fieldbrook and back on the “new 
Fieldbrook Road,” a 10-mile round trip. 

Letz wore western garb and carried a Pony Express-style mailbag full of Pony 
Express Barbecue tickets, which he planned to sell to Fieldbrook residents when 
he arrived. 

Letz made his way over the hill to the Fieldbrook Grange Hall, where there 
was a free chuck wagon breakfast. 

He then rode back over the hill so he could attend the dedication of the new 
McKinleyville Chamber of Commerce A-frame building, which now houses The 
Complete Look across from Eureka Natural Foods. Also at the dedication was 
Miss Humboldt Gail Straughan, that year’s Grand Marshal. 

With some exceptions, the Wild West theme of Pony Express Days has been 
fairly consistent over the past 50 years. 

For several years, the festival included professional rodeos held at the 
McKinleyville Rodeo Grounds on Kjer Road. But for the past decade and a 
half, the only major equestrian event during Pony Express Days has been the 
gymkhana held by the McKinleyville Rodeo Association at the rodeo grounds. 

So whatever happened to the festival’s namesake, the Pony Express Race? 

According to McKinleyville resident Dennis Mayo, variations on the Pony 
Express Race continued through the early 1990s, although they weren’t held 
every single year. 

There were at least two challenges to keeping the race going, One was 
location. The horse arena at what is now Pierson Park became off limits to 
horses, and eventually was developed with Azalea Hall, McKinleyville Activity 
Center, McKinleyville Library and the Sheriff’s Office. 

The last races were held at Clam Beach, Mayo said. But when the snowy 
plover was federally listed as a threatened species, complications arose and they 
stopped holding the race at the beach. 

Asked why the Pony Express Race couldn’t be held at the McKinleyville 
Rodeo Grounds, Mayo had a simple answer: It’s too small. 

The Pony Express Race needs a large course. When it was held at what is now 


Pierson Park, volunteers tilled a track that was similar in size to the race track at 
the Ferndale Fairgrounds. 


Another challenge to keeping the race going was continuity, Mayo said. 
Organizers of the race, and Pony Express Days, come and go. They get hurt and 
can no longer participate. They have babies. They get jobs elsewhere and move 
away. Some die. 

So Pony Express Days is an ever-changing event that ebbs and flows 
depending on the volunteers of the time. 

In 2005, the leadership of the McKinleyville Chamber of Commerce, led by 
President Ben Shepherd, decided to take the festival in a new direction with a 
new name — the Azalea Festival. 

The idea was to make it an event that better promoted the area’s local 
businesses. It was going to be a fancier affair, with wine and culinary treats from 
local restaurants. 

At Pierson Park, there was a “Food Garden” and a Wine and Beer Tasting. 
While adults were sipping cabernets and pinots and nibbling on local cheese, 
children were making crafts in “The Children’s Garden,” where they assembled 
giant tissue paper flowers, pinwheels and kites. 

Despite the new twist, the event still had much of the same flavor of the old 
Pony Express Days, with the parade and deep-pit barbecue being the highlight of 
the weekend. 

But the response to the wine tasting and highbrow culinary events were 
lackluster. Many old-timers complained and wanted the event changed back to 
Pony Express Days. 

The chamber leadership changed again and there was a new batch of 
volunteers. In 2009, the chamber conducted a survey, discovering that 75 percent 
of those who responded said they wanted to change the name back to Pony 
Express Days. 

“The Wild West has returned to McKinleyville!” stated a June 3, 2009 article 
on the front page of the McKinleyville Press. “Last year’s Azalea Festival has 
morphed back into the original Pony Express Days, which many residents believe 
is closer to the true spirit of Mack Town.” 

While there still isn’t a Pony Express Race, there will be several equestrian 
entries in Saturday’s parade, which begins at 11 a.m. June 2. The McKinleyville 
Rodeo Association holds its annual gymkhana Saturday and Sunday at the 
McKinleyville Rodeo Grounds on Kjer Road. 

—Jack Durham, editor, Mad River Union 
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A beer and wine walk 
through McKinleyville 

with food tastings! 


This is a 21 and over event 


* Mark your calendar and plan to attend! 
* Host a tasting location 
* Be a food host 
* Be a beverage host 
* Sponsor the event 
Partner: McKinleyville Lions Club 


Contact THE McKINLEYVILLE CHAMBER 
TODAY FOR MORE DETAILS. ('‘70'7) 859-2449 
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LEMONADE Day IS COMING JUNE 2ND! 


THIS NATIONWIDE EVENT, presented locally by AEDC Small Business Lending 
Center and Decade of Difference, teaches youth to set goals, develop a business plan, 
establish a budget, seek investors, provide customer service and give back to their 
community. It exists to infuse today’s youth with the spirit of enterprise, teaching the 


basic business and entrepreneurial skills one-lemonade stand at a time. 


Participants receive a backpack and workbooks to help them learn to start, own 

and operate their very own business. In 2017, participants in Lemonade Day made 
approximately $177 per stand. We encourage the participants to “save a little, spend 
a little and share a little.” In 2017, participants made approximately $9,940 and 
donated an estimated $535 back to charities selected by the participants. 


Contact AEDC TODAY FOR MORE DETAILS. 
(707) 798-6132 
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OPERATED 


#1 IN THE #2 BUSINESS! — SERVING ALL OF 
707-839-2270 HUMBOLDT COUNTY 


SEPTIC SYSTEM 
INSPECTIONS AND 
PUMPING 


VISIT US ONLINE AT 


THE CHAMBER WOULD LIKE TO THANK EVERYONE who donated time, items or 
services to help make all the Pony Express Days events a success. This celebration 
would not be possible without individuals and businesses working together. 


MCKINLEYVILLE 
Shopping Center 


Avenue & City Center 


¥. Sat Rock 
Yi 


AU'GREEN DIAMOND 


RESOURCE COMPANY | ee Meese 
HealthSPORT 
>><RIVERS 

cABREWERY 

‘aaiae" Sx OOVEN & 6D 


Healthy. Fit. You. 
a <a BOLDT SAMTATOS ’ 
\ Si hcinilcisarstatit 5 ) 
SMALL BATCH CRAFT BEER + RESTAURANT ™ a 
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* GrRoceRY OuTLET * Satori WELLNESS * McKINLEYVILLE 


Parks & RECREATION * State Farm - HEATHER VINA 


THe McKInLeYVILLE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OFFERS PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
for non-profit organizations during fundraising activities. These partners share 

in the responsibilities and receive a donation for their assistance. For more 
information about partnership opportunities, contact the McKinleyville Chamber 
at 707-839-2449 or visit their website at www.mckinleyvillechamber.com. 


Map River Rotary: A group of community minded individuals who have been 
involved in Humboldt County projects for decades. The club has an annual 
fundraiser in October that benefits local projects as well as scholarships and 

other community initiatives. Projects they continue to support and participate in 
include: McKinleyville High Scholarships; Annual Luncheon to honor the top 
10% of graduating seniors from McKinleyville High School; dictionaries for all 
third graders in McKinleyville, Blue Lake, Fieldbrook, Big Lagoon and Orick; 

the International Rotary Youth Exchange Program; and maintenance of the 
Botanical Garden at Hiller Park. Past major projects that the club has funded 
include the Sheriff substation, the Teen Center at Pierson Park and the new Fire 
Station. Recent projects funded by the club include the Rising Star Foundation, 
Zero Waste Humboldt, PeeWee Basketball, Blue Lake Community Emergency 
Response ‘Team, and Knox Boxes in McKinleyville through the Humboldt Senior 
Center. For more information about Mad River Rotary contact Cindy Sutcliffe at 
cindysutcliffe54@gmail.com. 


McKinteyvitie Youts Foorpatt: McKinleyville Youth Football & Cheer serve 
the youth in our community with the opportunity to learn the value of hard 
work and the concept of team. These are lessons to last a lifetime. For more 
information, contact Kelli Schwartz at kellischwartz5@gmail.com. 


McKinteyvinie Lirtte Leacue: McKinleyville Little League’s Motto is: ‘To get 
children involved into baseball, and to have fun. For more information go to MLL’s 
website: hitp://wwww.mckinleyvillelittleleague.com/ 


Kiwanis Cius or McKInuEyvinuz: Part of a global organization comprised 

of local volunteers dedicated to changing the world, one child and one 

community at a time. We strive to help the children of McKinleyville by: 
supporting McKinleyville Boy and Girl Scouts; Backpack for Kids food program; 
McKinleyville Parks and Recreation; High School Key Club; McKinleyville Family 
Resource Center; Salvation Army bell ringing; granting McKinleyville High 
School scholarships; providing school supplies, science fair supplies, and clothing 
for children at all the McKinleyville schools; and assist in the Worldwide Day of 
Play. Kiwanis is dedicated to our children of McKinleyville. For more information 
about Kiwanis Club of McKinleyville contact David Carbiener at 707-444-6163. 


Dow’s PRaIRIE GRANGE: Since the late 1930s, the members of the Dow’s Prairie 
Grange in McKinleyville have worked to build a stronger community through 
fellowship and service. A strong supporter of youth groups including Girl Scouts, 
McKinleyville High School, Cub Scouts, McKinleyville Lions Club Winter 
Express, Kiwanis, and 4-H, Dow’s Prairie Grange #505 1s also a designated 
emergency shelter and sponsors local CERT and First Aid classes. For information 
about membership, the monthly pancake breakfast, flea market, free history 
presentations, community game nights, or rentals, please contact them directly at 
dowsgrange@gmail.com or call 707-839-3714. 


Livine Water Cuurcu: Located at 1463 Railroad Dr. in McKinleyville, it is a 
Bible believing, Love of God demonstrating church that is new to the area. They 
occupy the former “Faith Temple” building. Their doors have been open since 
October 2015. They intend to be a community centered ministry through prayer, 
outreach, and service. For service and Bible study times, please feel free to call 
707-498-7785. 


SCOP - Suerirr’s Crrizens on Parrou: The eyes and ears of the Sheriff's 
department. SCOP is an all volunteer program that assists the law enforcement 
efforts of the Sheriff’s Office. Volunteers, in a SCOP patrol car, identify as 

a volunteer effort but also indicate its tie to the Sheriff’s Office. They patrol 
neighborhoods to be a law enforcement presence and to report suspicious 
activities. While on patrol, volunteers may conduct vacation checks, patrol 
identified problem areas, conduct traffic control at incidents, or other activity 
assigned by the Sheriff’s Dispatch. Volunteers may also assist at other activities 
such as parades, primarily by providing traffic control. For more information, call 
707-268-2536. 


THe PEopie or New Directions: New Directions is an environmental 
maintenance, outreach and education program providing employment readiness 
and skill building for the local homeless population while providing entry level 
work and pay. Since homeless populations lack resources to recover their lives, New 
Directions will help reintegrate them into the community in a productive manner. 
For more information, call 707-616-1182. 


A SPECIAL THANK YOU 


TO THE MANY VOLUNTEERS 
WHO HELP MAKE THESE EVENTS POSSIBLE. 
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Located on the cliffs overlooking the 


beautiful Northern California Coastline 

Cher-Ae Heights Casino offers the finest 

in gaming, dining and entertainment 

including: slots, bingo, high stakes 

table games, touring concerts, free live 

entertainment, award winning dining 
and much, much more! 
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5 MINUTES OFF HWY 101 
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